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I. NYC-DSA and Democratic Socialism

1. Are you a member of NYC-DSA? If not, would you join?
Yes, I have been a member of NYC DSA since July 2021.

2. How would you describe your current relationship to NYC-DSA?
I’m a dues paying member. I have worked closely with the NYC-DSA Anti-War
Working Group, and Zohran Mamdani’s Assembly office, on developing the Not on
Our Dime Bill since 2022.

3. What is your theory on how society ultimately changes for the better? What role can the
government play in creating social change?
As someone who comes from a community that has been extremely disillusioned by
the political process, I understand how working-class communities are shut out of
politics, rightfully demoralized and cynical about politicians and governments that
do not serve them. I myself was not someone who initially saw engaging in
government as an effective way of making social change. However, my perspective
on this changed through my time as a community organizer working to gain
material wins and working in coalition to push or block policies that impact our
communities. It affirmed to me that we need to engage in different tools and tactics
to build collective power, and the role that the government plays in that. But more
so, what DSA has been so successful in, as we have seen recently, is that we need to
challenge the status quo of what holding power in government means and who gets
to do that.

We can achieve transformative change when regular people—separated by racial,
cultural, and gender lines—can unify as a class to fight for their rights and win
together. Changing this requires bringing people into a coalition to fight for
economic justice, human rights, and true democracy. I believe that the left electoral
project is a vehicle for developing that unity, and for moving people who have been
disillusioned by government to engage with using government to wield power and
advance social change.

It’s the role of organizations like DSA to seize on and create the opportunities for
developing unity in coalition—bringing more people into the movement through
elections (which have the unique ability to reach people at scale) and through
agitating in government (by legislating and using the public platform of elected
office) to demonstrate that a different politics is possible—if we organize for it.

4. How does the campaign you are planning and the elected position you are considering
relate to your theory of social change?
I believe this campaign can strengthen the growing coalition of tenants, immigrants,
and socialists galvanized by Zohran’s campaign —and in particular the Muslim and
Arab communities who mobilized for the first time alongside the left electoral
project. There were so many brought in and energized for the first time by Zohran
as a candidate - now the challenge is how do we sustain this energy for the movement
that he represents. 

We have an opportunity in next year’s elections to deepen these ties, which will be
necessary to delivering on Zohran’s agenda and build a genuine and durable
multiracial working-class movement in New York City.

If we want to make sure that these communities stay connected to the broader left,
we need to build campaigns that provide an onramp for continued coalition, and a
continued relationship to the movement outside of the Zohran campaign.

5. What do you see as the role of NYC-DSA as an organization in creating such social
change?
I see three ways that NYC-DSA plays the role of advancing change:

● By creating a visible and consistent alternative to status quo politics that can
empower people to organize and fight for change they believe in.

● By using its electoral project as a model for transformative campaigns that
unite disparate communities in the project of building power—raising
expectations and bringing mass politics into the mainstream.

● And, particular to this race, by growing the Socialists in Office project, which
can bring organizers into government who are committed to collective
politics, not business as usual.

6. What are past political campaigns, candidates, and issues that you have enthusiastically
supported?
The first electoral campaign I ever canvassed for was Zead Ramadan in his bid to be
the first Muslim city council member in NYC in Morning Side Heights (2013). Since
then, I have been involved in:

● Father Khader Al Yateem for City Council (2017)!
● Ross Barkan for State Senate (2018)
● Zohran Mamdani for Mayor (2025)

Policy and community campaigns:
● Not on Our Dime
● Fight for 15
● Comprehensive Immigration Reform / DACA
● Community Safety Act

○ Challenge NYPD Surveillance
● The Deadly Exchange
● NoMuslimBanEver
● Take On Hate
● The Poor People’s Campaign
● Close Rikers

7. Who did you support in the 2025 New York Democratic mayoral primary (please list all
candidates on your ranked-choice ballot in the order in which you ranked them) and the
2020 Democratic Presidential primary? Why?
In the 2025 mayoral primary, I ranked:

● Zohran Mamdani
● Brad Lander
● Adrianne Adams
● Zellnor Myrie

I voted for Bernie in the 2020 Democratic Presidential primary.

8. Do you identify as a socialist? What does being a socialist mean to you? Are you willing
to run publicly as a socialist?
Yes, I am a socialist. I have been a member of DSA since 2021 and have been
working with socialist campaigns (electoral and otherwise) since 2017.

I spent the last few years in South Africa studying Islamic liberation theology, which
puts Islam in conversation with Marxist economic theory (amongst other things). It
is a part of my identity and faith practice to live as a socialist and fight against
poverty, and for human rights and dignity for all.

I began my organizing “career” working in identity-based issues in the Muslim
community in New York. This work primarily involved working-class Muslim and
Arab youth. As a working-class person growing up in New York I have always been
aware of class as a fundamental fact, but it was through the Fight for 15 Campaign
—where I organized with community members working two to three jobs in the fast
food sector—that I really developed my understanding of worker and economic
justice. This experience started my journey of looking for frameworks outside of
identity-based organizing that could build transformative change.

I am inspired to run to continue building the links between communities like the one
I come from and democratic socialist movement—I will proudly run as a socialist.

9. Will you run publicly with NYC-DSA-endorsed candidates as a slate? If so, what do you
see as the purpose of running as a slate?
Yes. To me the promise of running as a slate and operating as a slate in the
legislature is one of the most inspiring things about the DSA project. Continuing to
build the sense that there is a larger movement that people can participate in is an
important part of running socialist candidates—especially running for NY state
office after Zohran’s election.

10.Will you pledge to endorse other NYC-DSA-endorsed candidates in future elections?
Yes.

11. Will you pledge not to take any campaign contributions from for-profit corporations or
for-profit corporate PACs?  
Yes.

12.Will you pledge not to take any campaign contributions from real estate developers,
corporate lobbyists, professional landlords, and law enforcement organizations?
Yes.

13. Are you a landlord?
No. I am a renter like the majority of my district.

14.Will you work with NYC-DSA to develop your platform?
Yes.

15. Do you commit to publicly supporting and fighting for the NY Socialists in
Office platform and future such platforms?
Absolutely! I am committed and motivated by the collective project of expanding
the reach and impact of the SiO project, including building and fighting for the
platforms adopted by the SiO project.

16.Will you allow NYC-DSA’s Electoral Working Group to create campaign materials to
distribute on your campaign?
Yes.

17.Will you support NYC-DSA training our own volunteers, running our own canvasses,
and campaigning openly as NYC-DSA members, on behalf of your campaign?
Yes.

18.Who will be running your field and communications programs?
My kitchen cabinet is still in formation, and I’ll be building out our field,
fundraising and communications programs in collaboration with NYC-DSA
electoral organizers, as well as contacts from my organizing networks outside of
DSA.

My kitchen cabinet currently consists of: Jack Gross, Wilderness Castillo, Joseph
Stanton, Stylianos Karolidis, Susan Kang, Christopher Toia, Wen Zhuang, William
Kay & Dan Lynch

19.Will you allow NYC-DSA to collaborate on your field and communications plans?
Yes.

20.Will you allow NYC-DSA to keep the data we collect through voter contact?
Yes.

21.What staff and/or consultants have you hired? Do you plan to hire consultants?
I have not hired any staff or consultants. I don’t plan to hire consultants, but I do
plan to hire a Campaign Manager and an Organizing Director once funds allow. I
will look to DSA to help staff positions.

22.What voter contact program do you plan to use for your campaign?
Although we continue to tweak our field plan (which is not finalized yet), I would
aim to use a standard range of voter contact tools to reach and record interactions
with voters—VAN, Scale2Win, Reach, Mobilize, etc.

23. NYC-DSA has teams of member-organizers who work directly with campaign staff on
field, communications, fundraising, data, and legal compliance. Will you agree to this
arrangement and guarantee that your staff will build close relationships with members of
our campaign team?
Yes. My kitchen cabinet primarily consists of leadership within DSA member in
Queens and I can guarantee that future campaign staff will be DSA leaders or have
close ties to the organization.

24. Are you committed to paying your campaign staff a living wage (at least $1,200/week for
full-time staff) and guaranteeing them at least one day off a week? Will you ensure that
your staff members have health insurance?
Yes.

25.Will you commit to voluntary recognition of a campaign staff union when presented with
majority support, and to negotiating a contract without delay?
Yes.

II. Goals of Your Campaign

1. What is the central message of your campaign?
We need to remake politics in New York—by fighting together.

I’m not someone who ever wanted to be a politician, but I’ve learned that to really
shock the status quo we can’t rely on progressive politicians alone. As I have
organized for issues that affect working class immigrants since 2010—from police
surveillance and harassment to DACA, Not on Our Dime, and the Fight for 15, what
I learned from being on the outside of government in these campaigns is that we
spend a lot of energy pressuring politicians who will never deliver for us.

If we want to achieve our goals—affordable housing and healthcare, a city that
works for workers, safety and dignity for immigrant communities, an end to
militarism and genocide, and political system that can’t be bought by billionaires—
we need to have people in office who will think differently, fight boldly, and move
people to act to win on policy goals that will gain material needs. Bottom line- we
need organizers in office!

Secondly, in order to build a new kind of politics, we need to build beyond the
pitfalls that divide our communities. One major opportunity I see due to the ethnic
diversity of the district is to be able to bring together constituencies who may find
themselves ethnically divided and to build more connection and solidarity with each
other through their working class experiences. The district is over 50% Latinx and
there are significant numbers of South Asian, Arab and East Asian communities in
the district as well. All of these communities - whether they may feel like their main
concern is ICE or the Israel lobby - are impacted by the same systems and they each
have a shared interest in fighting for affordability. There are so many opportunities
to BUILD deeper coalitions together sharing our art, music, food and joy as we
resist.

2. What are the issues that will distinguish you from other candidates? Particularly, how
would you distinguish yourself from both establishment Democrats and non-DSA
progressives?
As a Palestinian American, my identity will immediately distinguish me from other
candidates. While my campaign will be focused squarely on the working-class
agenda that unites DSA-endorsed candidates—and can unite the diverse parts of
this assembly district—my organizing background and my commitment to
Palestinian liberation will be a visible part of this campaign. People of all faiths and
backgrounds in our city have been horrified by the genocide in Gaza, and my track
record will both distinguish me from other candidates and appeal to voters who are
sick of their tax dollars funding occupation and genocide.

My parents are Palestinian refugees. Growing up, my family experienced both
poverty and the harshest edges of the immigration system. Immigrant workers from
all over the world share this experience: they make this city run, but are exploited at
their jobs, and live in fear of ICE. My campaign will work to uplift the connected
struggles for worker justice and immigration justice, and not shy away from the
class and labor issues at the core of the immigrant struggle and the deportation
machine. 

Finally, as an organizer who has mostly shied away from progressive electoral
politics, I will distinguish myself from mainstream Democrats and many
progressives who may share our goals of a more equal society—but not our theory
of how to win it. This campaign will consistently emphasize not only our demands,
but also our theory of change: mass, organized movements of working class people.
My hope is that centering these things will bring in more sectors of working class
people, especially those who have been conditioned to not see themselves as part of
the working class, into our movement.

3. What party lines will you be seeking for the general election? Have you applied for the
endorsement of the Working Families Party? Have you sought the endorsement of your
county Democratic Committee?  
I have not yet applied for WFP endorsement, but I plan to. I would seek the WFP
and DP ballot lines for the general election. I have not sought the endorsement of the
county Democratic Committee.

4. Who have you been endorsed by? Which elected officials, political organizations, unions,
and community leaders do you plan to seek endorsements from?
So far, I have only formally sought endorsement from NYC-DSA and DRUM Beats.
I also have the support of JVP Action. I will be seeking initial endorsements from
community organizations that are active in the district and do electoral
endorsements, such as CAAAV and Make The Road, as well as organizations from
the Muslim and Arab community across the city such as CAIR Action & USCPR
Action. As the campaign progresses, I will work to earn the endorsement of allied
unions—including UAW Region 9A which endorsed our fight in Not On Our Dime
—and elected officials in Queens and across the five boroughs.

5. How much money will you need to successfully compete in this race? What is your plan
to raise it?
We will set a fundraising target of around $280,000. If we receive an endorsement
from NYC-DSA, the first goal will be crossing the 75 in-district donor threshold
immediately after launching. We will focus the first two months of fundraising on
in-district donors, working with early endorsers to build our campaign and in-
district donor lists through 1-1 outreach and meet-and-greet events. As the
campaign develops, we’ll use typical fundraising tactics—email, social media, larger
fundraiser events. I am also in contact with several efforts to support Muslim and
pro-Palestinian candidates and will be looking to bring these supporters into our
campaign and our movement.

6. What is your estimated win number (of votes)?
Based on the last two primary elections, I would target a win number of 3,500 votes.

7. What relationships do you have in your district that could form a base of support, through
activism, organizing, work, or personal networks? What base would you seek to build
through your campaign?
The base of support that I will seek to build for this campaign will reflect the base
that voted for Zohran: a coalition of renters and workers, immigrants and first-
generation Americans, activated around economic justice and in defense of their
communities. To build deeper ties through that coalition, I will mobilize my
extensive organizing and personal networks in Queens (including the MAS Queens
center in the district) and across the city, and develop new ones in the district. These
networks span progressive nonprofits that are often DSA allies, as well as Arab and
Muslim faith networks and political organizations.

8. How do you plan to use your campaign as a vehicle to build the socialist movement and
support labor and social movement struggles? If not elected, how will you work to direct
campaign structures, staff, and volunteers towards longer-term organizing?
As I wrote above, I believe our campaign can strengthen the multiracial “Zohran
coalition” that turned out in this district. It is essential that we work hard to maintain
and deepen these ties—especially among the parts of the electorate not already
organized into political groups—and introduce new avenues for shared struggle.
That will mean continuing to organize for Zohran’s affordability agenda by linking
it to the local concerns of the district, and joining fights for workers’, tenants’, and
immigrants’ rights.

Whether or not our campaign wins, our goal will be to leave lasting infrastructure
and relationships across organizations, and newly activated organizers ready to join
DSA. Even in the event of a losing campaign, we will have deepened the ties between
the “Zohran coalition” and the organized left—which I am committed to growing
whether in elected office or not.

III. Goals in Office  

1. Why are you running for this particular office?
I am running for State Assembly to grow our movement and win Zohran’s agenda. The
State Assembly is the most important place to push socialist politics in New York
City. Without a stronger bench in the legislature, we will not be able to fight and win
the battles that we need to. 

We have an incredible opportunity to advance our politics, and organize the tens of
thousands of people activated by the mayoral race to achieve its policy goals. But to
beat establishment opposition, we have to make Albany politics (which is barely
known or understood by most New Yorkers) a clear extension of the fight for
affordability and dignity that has brought so many people into motion.

I also see state office as an important place to fight for Palestine. Through the Not
On Our Dime campaign, I have seen the impact that well organized collaboration
between state offices and movement organizations can have—well beyond the walls
of the legislature. As a Palestinian, it is clear that the majority understands what is
happening to our people, and with the groundswell of support and resistance to
genocide, we’ve made some headway on particular boycott and divestment
campaigns. But while the tide is turning in some respects (especially with Zohran’s
election), the pro-Israel lobby is still dominant. We have a long way to go before our
political power actually matches the size of our movement. It is urgent that we
continue to grow connections across the Palestine movement and the broader left on
this terrain, and this office is the place where I can do that.

2. Will you commit to joining NYC-DSA’s Socialists in Office committee in order to take
part in collective decision-making with other socialist electeds and NYC-DSA
leadership? If so, what do you see as the purpose of running as a slate?
Yes! It’s important that we continue to grow the slate—to come in as a collective
force in Albany and continue shifting the political balance. If I receive the
endorsement, I will be excited to run as a slate to promote DSA’s unifying agenda in
districts across the city.

Elected officials are incentivized to succumb to political pressures to work against
their movements and socialist values. As I understand it, working through the SiO—
strategizing and making decisions together—allows the SIOs to stand united in the
face of opposition, and organize a broader group of progressives to take tough
stands.

3. How will you work as an individual legislator and with the other Albany Socialists in
Office to bring radical change to New York State?
This is a moment for us to continue popularizing our socialist platform and goals,
and continue growing our coalition. It’s clear that people are eager for politics that
is unapologetically pro-working class, and joyful and unifying. As an individual
legislator, I will aim to mirror that spirit and act as a spokesperson for the boldest
parts of our movement and an organizer in and outside of Albany—organizing both
my district and other legislators to fight for our agenda. With the other SIOs and
DSA, I will work to agitate for our priorities and seize opportunities to demonstrate
strong collective leadership from the left.

4. If elected, what are your top 3 priorities?
● Protecting Immigrant Workers: I want to center attacks on our communities

by ICE in this campaign, and explicitly tie these attacks on immigrant
families to the labor conditions (including precarious status) of workers in
the district. 

● Fighting for Affordability: Our campaign needs to advance the affordability
agenda raised by Zohran’s campaign, and build support in the district for
electing legislators that will fight to deliver on that agenda—including taxing
the rich and delivering free childcare. 

● Fast and Free Buses: This district is heavily bus dependent, and
working class communities rely on an underfunded and oftentimes
dehumanizing part of our transit system. I want to bring this element of
Zohran’s agenda home to this district. 

5. What kinds of programs do you think are most effective for building working-class
power? Where do you stand on means-testing for social services and programs?
As we’ve seen from the Zohran campaign, programs that make life easier and more
affordable (tenant protections, free transit, childcare, etc.) resonate with the
majority of working people and can bring them together to vote for change. I think
that programs directed to economic security and public goods raise expectations and
can bring more people into the movement, and these are most powerful when they
are universal programs. I think means-testing for social services and programs
weakens support for those programs, pits parts of the working class against itself,
and makes it harder to sustain commitment

6. What committees would you want to join?
I would be looking to the current SIOs and the SIO committee for leadership on the
most strategic committees to join. Some that interest me in particular are:

● Corrections
● Transportation
● Corporations, Authorities and Commissions
● Social Services

7. What would be the role of constituent services staff in your district?  
Elected officials’ offices are one of the only touchpoints people have where someone
can help them access vital services and navigate government bureaucracy. In my
office, constituent services staff would be tasked with ensuring people have what
they need, whether it be housing, unemployment insurance, or legal support, and
showing that government can be a source of good and can serve people competently
and efficiently when the right people are in office.

I have a history of organizing in organizations that were mainly service based so I
feel I’ll invest in connecting constituent services to community outreach and
organizing; so we can empower our constituents to meet the political moment,
including conducting Know Your Rights trainings to fight against ICE, tenant
organizing trainings to fight bad landlords, and workers rights workshops so every
worker, unionized or not, knows what they are owed and how they can fight for it.

8. If elected, how would you use your office to encourage tenant, labor, and community-
based organizing in your district? How would you use your office to bring more people
into the socialist movement?
One of the things that brought me to DSA was building the Not On Our Dime Act
with Zohran Mamdani’s office. I see myself using the office to proactively build and
support community coalitions to—from the ground floor—build successful
strategies, help resource campaigns, and also help bring people closer to the socialist
movement by seeing and fighting alongside a socialist legislator in a way that they
wouldn’t/haven’t with other legislators.

9. Will you agree to appear periodically at monthly NYC-DSA open membership branch
meetings in your district (when not in session in Albany)?
Yes.

10.What does budget justice mean to you, in concrete terms? How will you work with other
legislators to achieve budget justice, and what are some situations under which you
would refuse to vote yes on a budget?
Right now, the budget process is deeply undemocratic and gets negotiated behind
closed doors. Most legislators stick to a pattern of inaction, or work on a range of
smaller specific issues instead of fighting for a broad and unified vision for the
budget. In concrete terms, budget justice would mean budgets that tilt the balance
towards the working class—taxing the rich and funding education, healthcare, and
housing for all.

Part of budget justice means communicating to New Yorkers about budget injustice,
and democratizing the process. As we elect more socialists to Albany, we have to
show that there is popular support for a budget that serves the working-class.

Voting against a budget is a big deal: it carries the risk of punishment in the form of
district funding, as well as isolation in the legislature, which can make future fights
more difficult. You have to weigh the impacts of those reprisals against the need to
politicize the budget process. But if a collective assessment of the risks showed that
we should vote against a bad budget—for example, one that doesn’t adequately deal
with the impacts of the Trump budget bill—I would organize with socialists and
progressives in the legislature to vote against it.

11. If elected, how would your office relate to a likely Zohran Mamdani mayoralty in NYC?
Now that Zohran is Mayor-elect, we have to begin the work of organizing to deliver
on his agenda. If I am endorsed, I would hope to work alongside my slatemates to
make our races part of that project—keeping people activated and organizing, and
turning the energy of the campaign towards roadblocks in Albany. The stakes could
not be higher for Zohran’s administration, and our state office campaigns and SIOs
need to use their position to fight and secure the mandate we’ve won in this election.

12.Will you commit to supporting Zohran and NYC-DSA’s priorities for his mayoralty,
including but not limited to free MTA buses, raising taxes on corporations and the
wealthy, and raising the City’s minimum wage?
Yes 

IV. Housing as a Human Right

1. Please describe the housing crisis in New York: what form does it take, and what are the
root causes? How has the New York State legislature failed to address this issue in the
past, and what must we do differently?
It is too expensive to live in New York. The rent is too high and the landlord and real
estate lobbies control our political leaders and economy. People are spending half
their income to live in apartments that don’t get repaired, and some of our hard-
won tenant protections are under constant attack.

Fundamentally, we’re in this crisis because New York treats housing as something to
be traded and rented for profit. Politicians allow landlords and real estate speculators
to hike the rents to feed their profits—displacing working class renters in favor of
richer ones. New York’s tenant protections are some of the strongest in the country,
but they aren’t enough to tackle the scale of the crisis.

We need to continue building the tenant movement that mobilized to win protections,
and mobilized to vote for Zohran. When the city freezes the rent, we have to fight to
make sure landlords don’t punish their residents and withhold repairs. And we have
to push for Social Housing legislation in Albany that can bring more affordable and
higher quality housing to the working class of our city. With SIOs in Albany aligned
with City Hall, we have an opportunity to reset the housing emergency in NYC—but
we can’t achieve it without a powerful movement of organized tenants.

2. Can you describe what social housing means to you? Where does it currently exist, what
is your long-term vision for it, and how would you work to make it happen? 
Social housing means permanently affordable, high-quality, government supported
housing that working people can actually afford to live in. 

New York City has many different kinds of government supported housing, such as
Mitchell-Lama, mandatory affordable units, senior housing, and so on. But
the market for housing is completely split along class lines: for-profit developers
and landlords rake in huge profits, while government and nonprofit ones struggle
to maintain buildings and are essentially slumlords. 

I support the Social Housing Development Authority and see state action to
build tens of thousands of new social housing units as a necessary step in fixing
the insanity of the housing crisis. Working class New Yorkers should be able to
live in actually affordable housing for the long-term, instead of being displaced
so their landlord can turn a profit, and should have power over how their homes
are managed. I think the SHDA is a blueprint for this vision. 

To win and implement it, we will need to work with tenant unions and
housing organizations to build support that can outweigh opposition from the real
estate lobby. We will also need to build with labor unions in the building trades to
be bought into this vision as a long-term benefit to their members, as workers
and tenants. The demand to freeze the rent activated hundreds of thousands of
tenants in the mayoral race, a political force that needs to keep fighting. I would use
my role as a legislator to build support for the bill in Albany, and my district office
to support the tenant power needed to win it. 

3. If elected, how would you use your office to build tenant power in New York? 
I would support all bills that make it easier for tenants to organize their
buildings, and harder for landlords to harass and evict their tenants. 

I’d also like to use the district office to host organizing trainings, distribute
KYR materials to anyone seeking constituent services, and ensure staff time can
be given to support constituents in the difficult project of building tenant
unions. And when tenants are organized and fighting, I will use my platform to
amplify their fights to inspire more organizing. I will be committed to the broader
policy vision for solving the housing crisis long-term, but always keep the focus
on working class people organizing and claiming the power that is needed to
achieve that vision.

4. Do you support the following? If not, please explain why not. 
● Tenant Opportunity to Purchase? (S401/ A6100) Yes.
● New York State Social Housing Development Authority (S5674 / A6365) Yes. 
● Expand Rent Stabilization (S04659 / A04877) Yes. 
● Housing Access Voucher Program (S72 / A1704) Yes.

V. Expanding and Deepening Our Democracy

1. How would you seek to increase democratic participation and representation within your
district beyond your election campaign?
I am excited to learn from our Socialists in Office about building community
outreach and organizing programs that bring constituents into political action, like
2. the Brooklyn Roots program in Assemblymember Phara Forrest’s office. I would
want to build programs that could communicate to the entire district about what is
going on in Albany, to show more people the fights that result in wins and losses,
and why they went the way they did. And I would use every opportunity in
constituent services to provide avenues for people to get involved in relevant
organizing work.

2. Do you support the following: (For any you don’t support, please explain why)
● Same-day voter registration? Yes 
● No-Excuse Absentee Voting? Yes 
● Declaring Election Day a state holiday? YES!
● Offering green card holders the right to vote in state elections? YES!!
● Automatic voter registration? Yes 
● Restoring the right to vote to incarcerated felony offenders? Yes
● Mixed-member proportional representation? Yes 

VI. Labor

1. What is your relationship to the labor movement in New York State?
I was an organizer in SEIU’s Fight for $15 campaign in Brooklyn while working at
AAANY, which was my first experience of worker organizing. But since then, I have
not been involved in the labor movement in an extensive way outside of coalition
spaces and personal relationships—which I will draw on to develop in this area
during the campaign.

On the Not On Our Dime campaign, a major goal was to build towards a union
endorsement, to grow our base of support and legitimize a (still) extremely
controversial bill with no support in the legislature outside of DSA. The growth of
the campaign and the movement against the genocide led UAW Region 9A to
endorse the project—a milestone for Palestine organizing in this country. I will build
on that existing connection in our Assembly race, and look to unionists for guidance
on building ties with organized labor in support of our agenda.

2. How would you support workers’ right to organize in New York State? 
This district is home to a lot of nonunion workers, particularly immigrant
workers in precarious situations. I would proactively work with organizations to
support or develop campaigns for these workers’ rights and protections. That may
not always involve the right to organize a union (e.g. the taxi worker debt relief fight
and the excluded workers fund campaign), but is an extremely important part of
worker organizing in this district. I would also champion any legislative and
organizing campaigns to force employers to properly classify part-time gig workers
—especially the many delivery and rideshare workers in this district—as employees
with the right to organize. 

I would also proudly support any and all union efforts in the district, and use
my office to amplify campaigns and place pressure on the boss. And I would
of course fight for any state bill (like the below ABC test) that expands
workers’ ability to form unions, and protects against exploitative working
conditions. 

3. Would you support a state-level ABC test as modeled in national PRO Act legislation,
and would you commit to opposing labor standards below those set out in the PRO Act?
Yes 

4. Do you support the following:
● Raising the local NYC hourly wage to $30 and raising the New York State wage?

Yes 
● Do you support state legislation on work schedule stability?

Yes, and we should expand city level protections too.
● Do you support changing the Taylor Law to eliminate restrictions on the rights of

public sector workers to strike? Yes 
● Legally re-classify independent contractors in the “gig economy” as employees?

Yes, especially for delivery and rides share workers
● Oppose the creation of a "third party" category for contract/gig workers, as well

as restrictions on their rights to strike? Yes 
● Granting cities in New York more authority to raise and enforce labor standards,

such as minimum wage laws and health and safety rules.
Yes! This could be an important campaign to wage while Zohran in City
Hall.

VII. Racial Justice

1. What is your history in the fight for racial justice in New York? What do you see as the
crucial next steps in this fight?
I have been involved in racial justice organizing, especially around police abuse, for
well over a decade. I was first politicized and brought into organizing because of
widespread racist harassment, surveillance, and incarceration and deportation of
Muslims in post-9/11 New York. We fought to build community defense and policy
changes in the face of rampant Islamophobia. In the national Take on Hate
Campaign, we fought against anti-Arab racism and Islamophobia—and part of that
campaign involved political education in our communities about anti-Black racism
and the need for multiracial organizing against all discrimination.

I’ve also supported organizing to end police violence against Black New Yorkers. I
was involved in the Communities United for Police reform campaign to ban stop &
frisk and police harassment of Black youth, and have continued to support
organizing against racist policing and incarceration in our city, including BLM
protests from 2014 to the George Floyd uprising.

There has been limited progress in New York State on decarceration, but even
measures like bail reform are under constant attack. As Zohran enters office and
attempts to build the Department of Community Safety to reshape public safety in
NYC, we must continue to fight at the state level for things like sentencing reform,
an end to solitary confinement, and accountability for racist and sadistic police and
COs.

My firsthand experience of racist state violence was in the context of immigration
detention and policing. I think a crucial step in this moment is to find links and
strength across the movement for Black lives and the community defense against
ICE attacks. Working class Black communities and immigrant communities are
under attack from police violence, and we have to build unity across these fronts.

2. If elected, how would you work to build a multiracial working-class movement for
socialism?
I would work hard with organizations across the city to unite communities of color
in common fights for common goals. This moment is ripe for multiracial organizing
against the fascist attacks from ICE, and for the affordability agenda—which is a
common fight for freedom and dignity. We just have to find or create the
opportunities for alignment and take them. I also think that we need to bring more
multi-racial class movements into the DSA space and to be part of the democratic
process that we are pushing forward in electoral politics.

VIII. Ending the Carceral State

1. Senate and Assembly leadership in New York State have often refused to bring anti-
carceral legislation to a vote, even when these bills had majority support. How will you
fight to make sure that these bills make it out of committee and come up for a floor vote
in the legislature?
I would work with the SIO committee to strategize around the source of the
roadblock, and lobby a broader group of legislators to pressure the Speaker of the
Assembly to bring the bill for a vote. I think this would require outside pressure
from a large number of constituents, to move hesitant Assemblymembers into
action. But it could also involve organizing Assemblymembers to pressure the
Speaker. Legislators elect their Speaker, so if a majority supports the bill, they could
take the risk of using that majority as leverage to push the bill over the line.  

2. Right-wing legislators and commentators have propagandized against decarceration, bail
reform, and ending stop-and-frisk. If elected, how will you use your position to push back
against these narratives?
I would be able to lead with my personal experience. My community has been the
victim of punitive carceral policies for decades- and I have understood through the
experience of my own father's incarceration the deep effects of the system that scars
families for life.

We know, and I know, that policies that surveil people and throw them in jail do not
make the working class safer. What makes them safer is a just, fair society where
people have what they need.

Zohran’s campaign has already succeeded in partially shifting the popular narrative
about crime in the city, by staying consistent in the message that public safety is the
result of greater equality. I would use my platform as a legislator to speak directly to
the damage of criminalization from my own experience, and the need for real
solutions, not more punishment.

3.  Do you support:
● Ending pre-trial detention? Yes 
● Justice Roadmap bills:

○ Elder parole? Yes 
○ Fair and Timely Parole? Yes
○ Raising the Age of Juvenile Delinquency from 7 to 12 years? Yes 

● Fully ending cash bail?
Yes — people’s freedom should not be dependent on access to money.

● Early release and prison diversion programs? Yes 
● Raising the age of majority for all felony convictions to 21? Yes 
● Policies to reduce the number of people imprisoned for violent offenses and

ensure they do not end up reincarcerated? Yes 
● Opposing the building of new state and local prisons in New York City? Yes 
● A ban on new or renewed state and local contracts with private prisons and private

transport in the state and local prison system? Yes 
● Decriminalizing private consumption of all drugs? Yes 
● A statewide prohibition on exclusionary school discipline (i.e., suspensions and

expulsions)? Yes 
● A ban on the use of facial recognition software by law enforcement agencies? Yes.
● A ban on the use of predictive policing algorithms? Yes.
● A ban on algorithmically determined bail and sentencing? Yes.
● Authorizing and funding the State AG’s office to investigate police departments

for unconstitutional policing? Yes.
● A ban on the use of facial recognition by police, law enforcement, and corrections

agencies, including access through subcontracts and third-party organizations?
Yes. As a Muslim, I have been on the wrong end of mass surveillance. I will
not support further surveillance on the working class.

IX. Socialist Feminism

1. What does feminism and being a feminist mean to you?
Feminism is the conviction that all people, regardless of gender identity or
expression, have the right to dignity and freedom in public and in private.

2. If elected, how would you work to expose Crisis Pregnancy Centers, fake clinics that
disguise themselves as real reproductive health centers?
Attorney General Tish James has set a strong precedent by suing several of these
facilities. There is legislation in Albany to require search engines to post a notice on
these anti-abortion businesses, and I would support that. I would support any
legislation that would restrict these centers and educate the public about them.

3. Do you support:
● Ending the requirement that survivors file a police report to access funds? Yes 
● How would you expand protections for sexual assault survivors? Yes 
● Ending 24-hour work days for domestic and home care workers? Yes 

X. Health and Welfare

1. What role do you believe New York State should play in promoting and maintaining the
health of its citizens, including in managing pricing of life-saving prescription drugs like
insulin? What role do you think state-level single-payer bills play in the fight for
nationwide public health insurance? 
There is no reason healthcare should be provided for profit, provided based
on employment, or means tested by the government. Every person
deserves healthcare, period. 

With Trump cuts to Medicaid and increases in prices on ObamaCare plans, the case is
stronger than ever for New York to deliver universal healthcare. State-level reforms
and programs can act as a step towards the goal of nationwide public health
insurance. And in this crisis, New York can act as an example for the country by
advancing measures like setting maximum prices for medicines, regulating hospital
prices, and expanding and strengthening Medicaid coverage.

2. The New York Health Act would establish a single-payer, universal, state-run health
insurance system, automatically enrolling all New Yorkers. How will you be an active
champion of this bill? How will you activate your constituents to show your political
base demands its passage? 
I would support and advocate for the New York Health Act, and join
the longstanding campaign and active champions in Albany. I also understand
that, despite support in the legislature, a central challenge is bringing major
labor unions on board. If elected, I would want to learn from veterans of the
NYHA about existing strategies and challenges, support efforts to expand the
coalition of forces outside the legislature, and work to develop a bill and strategy
that ensures its implementation would be a clear benefit for all workers across the
state. In the near term, even during the campaign, I would want to act on the crisis
of the Trump cuts and work with other candidates, legislators, and organizations
to mobilize constituents across the city and state behind the demand that no
New Yorker go without healthcare. 

3. Do you support: 
● The New York Health Act? Yes 
● A law that ensures the state’s Indigent Care Pool funds, meant to go to hospitals

that disproportionately serve Medicaid patients, does not go first to wealthy
hospitals that primarily serve patients with private insurance? Yes 

● A bill to require that New York’s Department of Health conduct a Public Health
Equity Impact Assessment before allowing any hospital to close? Yes 

● A bill ensuring that more seats on the Public Health and Health Planning
Commission, a body that decides on hospital closings and mergers, go to
consumer advocates? Yes 

● The Fair Pay for Home Care Act, a bill that ensures home care aides are paid
112% of the local minimum wage, so New Yorkers with long-term care needs can
remain in their communities? Yes 

● The Patient Medical Debt Protection Act, which not only protects New Yorkers
from intolerable burdens of medical debt but also doubles the minimum charity
care private nonprofit hospitals must perform? Yes 

● Using publicly run hospital systems to provide gender affirming care and full-
spectrum reproductive care, including abortions, to patients of all ages?
Yes 

XI. Education

1. Do you support mayoral control of City schools? If so, why? If not, what alternative do
you propose?
I do not support Mayoral control, and would support alternatives that allow for
more democratic control of NYC schools, including stakeholders like teachers’
unions, parents, and administrators.

2. What are your views on charter schools? Do you believe they have a role in New York
State?
Charter schools weaken teachers’ unions, deepen inequality in our education system
rather than solve it, and chip away at one of the only universal public goods in our
country. I believe that all education should be public, well-funded, and serve the
needs of working families.

3. Would you oppose efforts by New York state legislators to ban the Students for Justice in
Palestine organization from CUNY campuses and to deny funding to organizations
supporting the Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions movement against the Israeli occupation
of Palestine?
Yes.

4. Would you support efforts to desegregate New York’s schools, including but not limited
to the bill to repeal Hecht-Calandra?
Yes. New York City schools are unconscionably segregated.

5. Please check each box to indicate that you agree with the position described. If you
disagree with any of these positions, please briefly explain why for each point you
disagree with.

● The New Deal for CUNY, including free tuition
● Stopping the expansion of charter school operations in New York State
● A statewide prohibition on exclusionary school discipline (i.e. suspensions and

expulsions)
● Expanding NYC’s 3K program to all parts of the State
● Removing screenings for schools and ensuring minimum academic diversity

thresholds
● Fighting for the funding owed to NYC public schools by New York State

XII. Palestinian Rights

1. Would you sign onto the Not On Our Dime! Bill (S606 / A6101)? If not, please explain
why.
I helped develop the Not On Our Dime! Campaign and organized around it for
years. I would sign onto it immediately!

2. Through your campaign, and if elected, how would you use your role to continue to fight
for an end to genocide and occupation in Gaza?
I will be unapologetic and vocal as a Palestinian fighting for an end to the genocide
in Gaza and the occupation. I would use the campaign to raise the profile of the Not
On Our Dime campaign, as a clear and direct way to connect our state electoral
races with the Palestine movement. What is special about the campaign is that it can
really help highlight an invest/divest framework that can connect the issue of
Palestine to working-class communities. 

I believe the movement needs more connection and collaboration with organizing in
government and can use elections, including my campaign, to bring more people
into proactive organizing projects. There are still many sectors of the left who
haven’t felt fully comfortable engaging in electoral politics and who need more
elected officials to proactively enter with affirmative support for Palestine.

If elected, I would be the only Palestinian in the legislature and from that position I
would continue working to pass Not On Our Dime, fight against any bills that
attempt to criminalize BDS activity, and search for new ways to make connections
between the movement for Palestine and our local context, and I think this centering
will bring formations of the Palestine movement into the project

3. Do you agree to refrain from any and all affiliation with the Israeli government and
Zionist lobby groups, including but not limited to AIPAC, J Street, or DMFI?
Yes.

4. New York State has taken unconstitutional actions targeting the rights of individuals and
organizations that participate in the nonviolent Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
(BDS) movement. Will you oppose any attempts to limit the right to engage in nonviolent
protest?
Yes.

5. Do you support the Palestinian call for Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) to
pressure Israel until it complies with international law by ending the occupation,
instituting equal rights for its Palestinian citizens and respecting Palestinian refugees’
right to return? If not, please explain why.
Yes.

6. Will you oppose efforts to codify the IHRA definition of antisemitism, which conflates
opposition and criticisms of the Israeli government with antisemitism, into state law?
Yes.

XIII. Economic Justice

1. What does a socialist economy look like to you?
A socialist economy is one where peoples’ needs are put before private profits, and
power is held by the many and not the few. It is one where democracy is not only
practiced by voting, but also in the workplace, and where investment is controlled
by the will of the public, not the profit-seeking decisions of the wealthiest.

In New York City, there are examples of social democratic institutions, like a public
hospital system and a public university—which used to be free just a few decades
ago. I believe one role of a socialist candidate is to connect the dots between these
institutions that already exist, and the goal of a more socialist economy in which all
of the fundamental facets of society are universally available to everyone.

2. What industries, if any, should New York State either bring under state ownership or
launch state-owned firms to compete with private industry?
Things like electricity, health insurance, and hospitals should be publicly owned and
operated—there is no reason for companies and shareholders to be making profits
off of the basic needs of life. New York could and should compete with private
businesses in areas from housing development and telecommunications to banking.

3. What do you see as the role of the public sector in the economy? How can we best
expand the public sector?
Wherever we can use the public sector to decommodify our basic needs, we should.
Housing, healthcare, education, childcare, and energy should not be businesses
making huge profits for companies and their shareholders.

We can expand the public sector by growing its capacity—for example, by hiring
more teachers into NYC schools, or expanding CUNY and making it free again. We
should expand the public sector by identifying people’s real needs (like childcare),
and implementing programs that meet them effectively. The public sector has been
defunded over so many decades that a condition of expanding the public sector is
making it work for working people. To continue doing that, we have to fight and win
the funding that will allow the public sector to grow and compete with profit seeking
private industry.

4. What do you think of New York State’s approach to economic development?  What do
you think it should look like?
New York’s economy is dominated by finance, and the state’s approach to economic
development does not support working people or the creation of good jobs—it
subsidizes private companies like Amazon with millions of dollars in tax credits and
working people get nothing in return.

An economic development strategy oriented towards the public good might include
expanding the State’s renewable energy capacity, building mass public transit,
massively expand and improve care work, and green retrofitting homes and schools,
all with union jobs. The State’s economic development strategy should solve real
problems, create good union jobs, and promote redistribution.  

5. Will you support reducing tax credits for large businesses in New York State? What if
particular unions support those tax credits?  
I support reducing tax credits for large businesses. I also understand that unions are
looking to protect their members’ jobs. But tax credits should come with conditions,
like employing unionized labor or prevailing wage, and they should be carefully
constructed and given only where there is going to be a real benefit to the
community. Tax credits are public money, and should serve the public good.

6. Please check each box to indicate that you agree with the position described. If you
disagree with any of these positions, please briefly explain why for each point you
disagree with.

● A tax on financial transactions
● Raising income tax rates on individuals making more than $300,000 per year
● Higher tax rates on investment income
● Taxing inheritances over $250,000
● A wealth tax
● Limiting tax benefits like the charitable deduction and the home mortgage interest

deduction
● Public banking
● Changes to New York's antitrust laws to allow private class-action antitrust

lawsuits, permit the State to sue companies engaged in monopolies, and make
illegal the abuse of market power by large corporations?

XIV. Immigrant Justice

1. What existing connections do you have with immigrant-led groups, and what work have
you done in the past in support of immigrant rights?
As a Muslim American from Bay Ridge, I witnessed war on terror policies in the
U.S. destroy my community with mass deportations, unwarranted surveillance, hate
attacks, and the criminalization of political speech. These experiences politicized me
from a young age and led me to engage in community work in my predominantly
immigrant local mosque community as well as with organizations who were
engaging on these issues.

I worked as an organizer at the Arab American Association of NY, organizing with
Muslim women, many refugees, undocumented immigrants, and victims of domestic
abuse. We worked closely with the New York Immigration Coalition on lots of
campaigns, including DACA, where I maintain strong connections.

2. What measures and policies are important for strengthening immigrant workers’ labor
protections, and how will you work towards stronger immigrant labor rights?
Specific policy measures that I will uplift in my campaign and fight for in Albany
include New York For All, One Fair Wage Act, and Dignity Not Detention which lies
very close to my heart.

The next legislative cycles will be a test of our ability to link community opposition
to Trump’s assault on immigrants with our hard-won power in government—New
York For All, and other measures to restrict cooperation with ICE are essential for
advancing that connection and agitating around securing immigrant workers’ safety
and freedom.

3. What other steps will you take at the state level to protect and support New York’s
immigrant communities?
We need to strengthen and redouble efforts to keep ICE away from sensitive areas
where immigrants are most vulnerable, like the Protect Or Courts Act. We also need
to build broad support for noncooperation with ICE in the legislature—especially
that the National Guard never cooperates with ICE in our city.

4. Please check each box to indicate that you agree with the position described. If you
disagree with any of these positions, please briefly explain why for each point you
disagree with

● Legislation to prohibit all local law enforcement and state agencies from
conspiring, collaborating, or sharing information or resources with federal
immigration enforcement.
Yes. I support the New York For All Act and any other similar measures.

● Legislation to stop any person or entity in New York from profiting from the
incarceration of immigrants in city or county jails by prohibiting the ownership of
immigrant detention facilities.
Yes. I support Dignity Not Detention.

XV. Environmental Justice

1. The Build Public Renewables Act (BPRA) was passed in 2023 with the support of NYC-
DSA. How will you use your position to help ensure the full implementation of this
historic bill?
I would use my position to educate and mobilize my constituents to pressure NYPA to
build the full 15GW needed to meet our state’s climate goals. I will also use the bully
pulpit to pressure NYPA and the governor on this issue, in addition to taking
advantage of Albany meetings and hearings with NYPA and other state officials.

My district currently houses the largest ConEd facility, and greatest concentration of
power generation in the city. With this comes a lot of opportunity to transition so
much of this energy generating infrastructure from dirty to clean, from private to
public.

2. How can we build a working-class climate movement? What climate legislative demands
do you think have the potential to grow a working-class constituency for socialism in
New York?
Working-class people care about climate change - I know this because of countless
polls, and because me and my friends and family talk about it. We care about the
future for our children, for our communities overseas, for the planet we live on
today. I think sometimes we make assumptions that people only care about
something that directly impacts their checking account tomorrow, and we can miss
that all of us think about the world and our place in it.

That said, I think there are ways we can make more direct connections between the
abstract threat of climate change and our day to day lives. Besides, as above,
employing thousands more people in public clean energy jobs we can employ
thousands more in transit and housing sectors to reduce emissions. Hundreds of
thousands of New Yorkers should be employed in expanding public transit,
retrofitting public or social housing, and building new housing next to public transit.

Every New Yorker should have some positive connection in their life to efforts to stop
climate change. They might help create clean energy, operate public transit, retrofit
housing, build bike infrastructure, or build transit-oriented housing. They might
just use clean and cheap energy, or fast and cheap public transit, or live in green
and cheap housing. That is how we grow a working-class constituency for a green
socialism of the future.

In addition, through the studies that my partner and I engaged in, around Islamic
Liberation Theology, and particularly my partner's specialty in ecosocialism, we are
interested in holding reading groups and political education with Muslim youth
around the subject through an Islamic lens, as a way to organize them into the
working-class climate movement and to organize on these issues materially.

3. Please check each box to indicate that you agree with the position described. If you
disagree with any of these positions, please briefly explain why for each point you
disagree with

● A public takeover of New York’s utilities
● A statewide ban on new gas infrastructure
● A fare-free and police-free MTA
● Decarbonizing NYCHA and building zero-carbon housing
● The construction of new nuclear plants

I believe we should prioritize renewables like wind and solar
over constructing new nuclear plants, but I am potentially open to it.

By submitting this questionnaire to the NYC-DSA Citywide Electoral Working Group, you are
agreeing to abide by our Codes of Conduct as outlined and linked below:
NYC-DSA code of conduct link 
DSA code of conduct link
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