
December 3, 2025

His Excellency Mr. Joseph Aoun
President of Lebanon
Baabda Palace
Baabda, Lebanon

His Excellency Nawaf Salam
Prime Minister of Lebanon
Grand Serail
Beirut, Lebanon

President Aoun and Prime Minister Salam:

We write to you with a critical message: disarm Hezbollah now, including by force if necessary. 
A year has now passed since Lebanon agreed under the November 2024 ceasefire to begin a 
staged process toward dismantling Hezbollah’s military infrastructure and restoring state 
authority across all Lebanese territory.1 Yet empty promises and partial measures that fall far 
short of disarming the group are clearly not enough. The lack of real progress has enabled 
Hezbollah to rearm and rebuild its positions, even in areas south of the Litani River, where it is 
prohibited from operating under UN Security Council Resolution 1701.2 3 Every day your 
government fails to act in a meaningful way pushes Lebanon closer to renewed war and deeper 
into the grip of a terrorist organization loyal to Iran, not to the Lebanese people. 

The consequences are visible across Lebanon. Families in the south remain displaced, their 
homes caught between Hezbollah’s weapons and Israel’s defense.4 What was meant to be a 
ceasefire for reconstruction has instead become an enabler for Hezbollah’s reconstitution. The 
Lebanese people cannot truly be free while a terrorist group that uses them as human shields for 
its own survival continues to operate without restraint. As you work to implement your reform 
agenda and stabilize Lebanon’s economy, a prosperous Lebanon cannot coexist with an armed 
Hezbollah, nor can it thrive while its national army is sidelined by a militia acting as a state 
within a state.

The time for empty promises has passed. Lebanon’s obligations under the ceasefire are clear, and
so is the risk of continued delay. If Hezbollah continues to rebuild its arsenal and threaten 
Israel’s border, Israel will act to defend its citizens, as any nation would. The United States will 
also find it increasingly difficult to justify continued support for a government that refuses to 
uphold its own commitments and allows a terrorist organization to dictate its future. The current 
path of inaction only brings about Lebanon’s ruination at the hands of Hezbollah.

1https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-defense-minister-says-lebanese-government-must-fulfill-commitment-disarm-2025-11-02/

2https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/hezbollah-is-rearming-putting-cease-fire-at-risk-c6d20e3c?mod=middle-

east_news_article_pos1__;!!BSgrhSFG!
EmQpZM1JbOgxHPjiKNlNWfpwnupZXNeu7hU3936eRD4zsUJNaW9j0aI6kM_33vBmdW4JWFfyE_RYw9X4fSdWdTpZzs-J82KjVOiN1w$

3 https://unsco.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/s_res_17012006.pdf

4 https://www.nrc.no/news/2025/september/ongoing-attacks-occupation-and-displacement-in-lebanon



 

You and the entire government have the opportunity to prevent it and to lead Lebanon toward the
lasting stability and peace that will finally allow Lebanon to prosper free from war and free from 
Iran’s shadow. Seize this moment and disarm Hezbollah now.

Cc: His Excellency Michel Menassa
Minister of National Defense 

General Rodolphe Haykal
Commander of the Lebanese Armed Forces

Sincerely,

Josh Gottheimer

Member of Congress

Jefferson Shreve

Member of Congress

Don Bacon

Member of Congress

Gus M. Bilirakis

Member of Congress

Mark B. Messmer

Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi

Member of Congress

Claudia Tenney

Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis

Member of Congress



 

Jared Golden

Member of Congress


